






“System” in Philosophy as a Consequence 
of the Institutional Context of Universities*
Abstract
Importance of the educational context in the creation of works of philosophy is known well 
by the historians of philosophy. Without a target audience consisted by disciples, any philo­
sophical work could not be formulated from Aristotle’s works through Hegel’s lectures to 
the present context of a philosophical work in our today academic life. The first aim of my 
paper is to analyse the connection between this educational context and the phenomenon of 
“system” in philosophy. Second aim of mine is to characterise a new cultural requirement 
in the 19th­century European philosophy for philosophical system­building. Third topic of 
my paper is the adaptation of the requirement of “system­philosophy” into the program of 
establishing national cultures in Central Europe of the 19th century. The consequence of this 







ment,	emerged	in	 the	 institutional	environment	of	 theoretical	 thinking.	The	
first inevitable condition of a philosophical system as a cultural phenomenon 
and  literary  genre  is  the  educational  context  of  philosophy  from  the  early 
times,	and	especially	in	the	special	case	of	universities.	The	main	thesis	of	
my	 paper	 is	 that	 a	 new	 context	 of	 philosophical	 systems	 in	modern	 times	
has	emerged,	developed	in	the	universities	before.	It	is	the	new-type	public	
sphere	of	the	scholar	periodicals	out	of	the	former	institutional	network	of	the	
universities,	with	 organized	 reviews	 of	 philosophical	works.	Under	 condi-
tions of the Central-European cultural nation-building in the first half of the 
19th	century,	this	structural	switch	of	the	public	spheres,	from	the	university	
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In the following,	first	I	will	offer	a	short	outline	of	the	general	requirements	
of	 the	 institutional	 context	 of	 education,	 concerning	 the	philosophical	 sys-
tem-making,	from	the	early	time	to	the	university	network	of	the	age	of	the	
classic	German	philosophers.	Later,	I	will	show	several	cultural	patterns	of	
the	 requirement	 of	 system-making,	 emerged	 in	 the	 new	media	 in	Central-




under  conditions  of  the  post-Hegelian  decline  of  systems  in  the  European 







Institutional context – philosophical systems as 
parts of curricula of the universities




time  hesitates  to  recognise  the  large  volumes  of  school-philosophy  as  real 
philosophical	systems,	based	on	the	idea	of	philosophy	established	in	the	his-
toriographer’s	education	at	universities.	Forms	and	genres	of	philosophy	were	
connected	 to	an	educational	 context	 in	every	 time,	but	 from	 this	 context	 a	
system	of	philosophy	does	not	evidently	follow.	First	forms	of	the	conserva-
tion	of	the	philosophical	thought	do	not	look	like	“systems”,	they	exist	in	the	
































































age	of	reason,	and	between	philosophia in sensu scholastico and philosophia 
in sensu cosmopolitico,	both	made	by	the	German	philosopher	are	rooted	in	
1
Confucius’  heritage  is  a  paradigmatic  case 
of  the structure of  the cultural  remembrance 
of  the  archaic  age  of  theoretical  thinking. 
However,	he	is	known	as	an	author	of	works	
as	well,	the	content	of	his	own	books,	a	col-
lection  of  traditional  songs  (Shijing),	 and	 a	
chronicle	 of	 his	 homeland,	 country	 of	 Lu	
(Chunqiu  “Springs and Autumns”	=	Annals) 
are	far	from	his	theoretical	thinking,	collected	
in  his Lunyu  (“Conversations and Sayings”,	
in English translations usually Analects). The 
later	 one	was	 edited	by	 the	 third	generation	
of  rujia (Confucians).	 For	 a	 new,	 reliable	
English	version	see:	E.	Bruce	Brooks,	Taeko	
















has	often	 found	an	 institutional	background	 in	new-model	organisations	of	
the	intellectual	life,	especially	in	the	national	academies	of	sciences.	(For	in-
stance,	Hungarian	Academy	of	Sciences,	founded	in	1825,	was	consciously	









produce	 new	 philosophical	 systems,	 as	 a	 contemporary	German	 professor,	
he	offers	a	theoretical	reflection	of	system-making,	a	kind	of	the	actualised	
meta-philosophy.4
Cultural requirement of philosophical system 
as a literary genre in Central Europe

























by  the  contemporary  literary  and  political  movement  of  another  periphery 





















lärung?,	 in	his	 lectures	on	 logics,	 in	his	 lec-
tures	on	metaphysics	by	the	edition	of	Pölitz,	
and in The Critique of Pure Reason	as	well.
4















the  alternative  public  sphere  of  intellectual 
saloons	of	Paris,	as	a	good	instance.
5
These  functions  have  met  in  the  same  per-
son	in	several	cases.	For	instance,	the	above	


























actions  of  the  Hungarian  Academy  of  Sci-
ences	was	 to	 initiate	 an	 award	 for	writing	 a	
history	of	Hungarian	philosophy.	It	was	clear	
for  the  contemporaries  that  it  is  an  intrinsic 
part of the cultural and scientific program of 
the	Academy.	 For	 the	 winner	 proposal	 see:	
Pál	Almási	 Balogh,	 “Felelete	 ezen	 kérdésre	
…	[Answer	for	the	Question	…]”,	in:	Philoso­




However,	 final	 edition	 of	 the	 Finnish	 epic	
were	published	as	 late	as	1849,	 its	 first	ver-












speare	 in	 the	Romantic	 literature,	with	Cen-
tral-European	 data	 see:	 Péter	 Dávidházi,	
The Romantic Cult of Shakespeare: Literary 
Reception in Anthropological Perspective,	
Macmillan	–	St.	Martin’s	Press,	Basingstoke	
–	London	–	New	York,	1998	(Romanticism in 
Perspective: Texts, Cultures, Histories).
12
I should refer here again the above mentioned 




later,	 only.	 For	 the	 later	 one	 see:	 Gusztáv	
Szontagh,	 Propylaeumok a’ magyar philos­











Central-European cultural requirement of 
philosophical system-making under the conditions of 
post-Hegelian European decline of system-philosophies
It	was	an	enormous	external	circumstance	that	the	requirement	of	systems	was	
expressed in the most explicit form in Central-European cultures in an epoch 
when	 the	decline	of	philosophical	 systems	was	a	commonplace	 in	Europe,	









































































I	 will	 refer	 here	 János	 Erdélyi,	 the	 most	
known	 figure	 of	 the	 19th-century  Hungarian 
Hegelianism.
14
The  most  influential  figure  of  his  anti-He-
gelian	 opponents	 was	 the	 above	 mentioned	
Gusztáv Szontagh.
15
It  is enough for  the aims of  the present arti-
cle to refer his first article in this topic; see: 
János	Erdélyi,	 “Horváth	Cyrill”,	Új Magyar 
Muzeum	2	(1854),	pp.	13–29.
16
Original  resource  of  this  often  quoted  story 





gyar piaristák a XIX. és XX. században: Élet­
rajzi vázlatok [Hungarian	Piarists	in	the	19th 
and  20th	 Centuries:	 Biographical	 Sketches],	
Szent	 István	 Társulat,	 Budapest,1942,	 pp.	
85–95.
17
Samu	 Szemere	 (ed.),	 Alexander Bernát 
ifjúkori levelei Horváth Cyrillhez [Letters	of	
the  Young  Bernát  Alexander  to  Cyrill  Hor-







































»Sustav« u filozofiji kao posljedica  
institucionalnog konteksta sveučilišta
Sažetak
Važnost obrazovnog konteksta u stvaranju filozofskih djela dobro je poznata povjesničarima 
filozofije. Bez ciljane publike koju čine učenici, niti jedno filozofsko djelo od Aristotelovih djela 
preko Hegelovih predavanja do suvremenog konteksta filozofskog rada u današnjem akadem­
skom životu. Prvi je cilj ovoga teksta analizirati vezu između obrazovnog konteksta i fenomena 
»sustava« u filozofiji. Drugi je cilj okarakterizirati novi kulturni zahtjev europske filozofije 19. 
stoljeća za izgradnjom filozofskih sustava. Treća tema članka je prilagođavanje zahtjeva za 
»sustavnom filozofijom« u program uspostavljanja nacionalnih kultura u Srednjoj Europi u 19. 






„System“ in der Philosophie als Auswirkung  
des institutionellen Kontextes der Universitäten
Zusammenfassung
Die Bedeutsamkeit des institutionellen Kontextes bei der Schaffung philosophischer Werke ist 
unter den Philosophiehistorikern wohlbekannt. Ohne das aus Jüngern bestehende Zielpublikum 
hätte sich kein philosophisches Werk entsponnen – von Aritoteles’ Werken über Hegels Vorle­
sungen bis zum gegenwärtigen Bezugsrahmen der philosophischen Arbeit innerhalb unseres 
akademischen Lebens heutigentags. Die erste Zielsetzung meines Artikels wäre, den Bezug zwi­
schen diesem Bildungskontext und dem Phänomen des „Systems“ in der Philosophie zu ergrün­
den. Mein zweites Bestreben heißt, das im 19. Jahrhundert neu entstandene kulturelle Verlangen 
der europäischen Philosophie nach Ausgestaltung philosophischer Systeme zu charakterisieren. 
Die dritte Themeneinheit meines Papers beinhaltet die Abstimmung des Bedarfs an „Systemphi­
losophie“ auf das Programm der Herausbildung nationaler Kulturen im Zentraleuropa des 19. 
Jahrhunderts. Die Bilanz dieses Programms zu Zeiten des Abklingens der Philosophiesysteme 
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Béla Mester
Le « système » dans la philosophie comme conséquence  
du contexte institutionnel des universités
Résumé
Les historiens de la philosophie connaissent bien l’importance du contexte de l’enseignement 
dans la création d’œuvres philosophiques. Sans un public cible constitué de disciples, aucune 
œuvre philosophique n’aurait pu être formulée, à commencer par les œuvres d’Aristote, en 
passant par les leçons de Hegel, jusqu’au contexte de l’œuvre philosophique actuelle dans la 
vie universitaire d’aujourd’hui. Le premier objectif de mon article est d’analyser le lien entre le 
contexte de l’enseignement et le phénomène de « système » dans la philosophie. Mon deuxième 
objectif est de caractériser une nouvelle exigence culturelle de la construction des systèmes 
philosophiques dans la philosophie européenne du XIXème siècle. Le troisième sujet de mon 
article est l’adaptation de l’exigence de la « philosophie­système » dans le programme d’éta­
blissement des cultures nationales dans l’Europe centrale du XIXème siècle. La conséquence 
de ce programme à l’époque du déclin des systèmes philosophiques est le dernier sujet de ma 
contribution. 
Mots-clés
Bernát	Alexander,	Cyrill	Horváth,	Gusztáv	Szontagh,	János	Erdélyi,	Károly	Böhm,	systèmes	philoso-
phiques,	philosophie	post-hégélienne
